Nootka Sound Watershed Society

Meeting Notes

September 26, 2007

WFP Boardroom

7:00 PM – 10:10 PM

1. Welcome and Introductions

 
Attendance:

Pat Dennison, Treas/G.R. Resources Ltd.
Dick Dennison, GR Rod & Gun Club


Dan Stewart, RBF Renovations

Bill Haggarty, Director NSWS

Dave Davies, DFO – Community Advisor
Seaton Taylor, DFO – Stock Assessment


Paul Preston, DFO – Port Alberni

Les Rombough, Area D Salmon Gillnet

Mike Ballard C & P Fisheries & Oceans
Karl Wilson, DFO – Port Hardy

Larry Andrews, Tuta Marina


Ken Smith, Vice-President /NSWS/Streamkeepers

2. Review and adopt Agenda – Moved by Dick Dennison, seconded by Bill Haggarty.

Agenda approved with the attached changes.

Motion carried.

3. Review and adopt minutes of June 27, 2007 meeting.  Note the changes made in 

red highlights.  – Moved by Dick Dennison, seconded by Bill Haggarty.

Motion carried.

Updates on action items

Action Items





Who

When/Completed

Discuss motion for feed and marking coho for 
All

Table to October

next year on next agenda.  It was mentioned that 

with only 16,000 smolts  Released we could 

have a food credit.

Revise of Term of Reference for in-season 

Roger

Table to October

harvest
 sub-committee and circulate.  (Late 

July for next meeting with conference calls)

Seek a letter of support for the side channel

Roger/Jamie
Table to October

Planning from MMFN.







Signs for the fish on the highway (Tabled)

Ken S.

Will keep us updated

Signs for the fish on the highway (Tabled)

Ken S.


Need to assess an area (cm3), (should have

Karl Wilson
Follow-up with Grieg 


read square metres) assign habitat & cost



Seafood.

for the area for Grieg’s Seafood project, then

contact Ryan Shermon, DFO for approval.
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Draft a letter to B.C. Timber Sales, (Norm 

Secretary
Was this letter done?

Kempt) Project on hold as the bridge crew

will not cross the picket line.

Old Business


4.
Fishery Economic analysis progress – Jim Davis (Tabled as Jim not present)

Discussions at the Table

Larry Andrews would like to have Grieg Seafood attend our next meeting to answer questions for their future plans.  Would also like to have a sea lice analysis brought to the table.

New Business

5.      i.  Burman Chinook Egg collection – Egg takes took place on September 22 & 26th, 

2007 with 400,000 eggs taken.  Took 80 females and 80 males.  Roger and crew tagged a total of 200 chinook.  During the second egg take there were 20 tagged fish that were used for broodstock.  Roger is going again on this coming Saturday if any volunteers would like to join them.

Conuma Hatchery – have taken 1.7 million chinook to-date from the Conuma River.

Tlupana has 40,000 chinook taken and only a couple of fish were seen in the Canton & Sucowa.  It was suggested that Conuma Hatchery be put on every agenda for updates.



ii. Roger Dunlop has been shortlisted to the October 30, 2007 deadline on his PSC Southern Fund application for the tagging study for 2008.



iii.  Paul Preston gave a report on stock assessment.  Summary attached.  Felt it was a success with the harvest committee.  They had four calls thru the summer months.  Those involved in the phone calls were Tim Cyr, Jim Davis, Les Rombough, Seaton Taylor, the Acting Chief from Ehatisasat and Diana Dobson.  There was regular weekly participation with the group.  Tim Cyr felt that ½ hour telephone meetings were too long for a busy person.  Jim Davis told Paul that the fisheries tailored to his kayak tournament.  Les Rombough had weekly updates on the fish bite.  Didn’t have any conflicts and a good fishery with all things considered.  It was a good start.  Enforcement issues that arose were dealt with quickly.  May have missed the coho run.  The catch this year for chinook was 6,000 pieces.  It is a night fishery.  Ideal fishing is a clear night with a full moon.  This year the water was very warm and the fish were deep.  Asked the question about the conflict with the fishery in Port Alberni and the Commercial fleet.  During the fishing derby week nobody fishes commercially after the Tuesday until the derby is over.  The sports fishery does not like the seine boats in there.    The chum fishery opened on Sept. 25, 2007 with 47 boats in the Nootka area.  There were 5,600 pieces caught and 127 coho.  Next week they will have another opening. Paul hoped that these meetings were valuable and wondered out it sits with the NSWS.  Dick Dennison mentioned that from July 27th on that the fishing had dropped off.  Wanted to know if the Robertson Creek issues come from the colder waters? 

iv. We need to hire a secretary and to keep the letters up.  

Motion by Dick Dennison seconded by Bill Haggarty that an ad be placed in the local paper to seek a secretary.  

Motion carried.
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v. Seaton Taylor gave a report on stock assessment.  See the attached

 preliminary report that was handed out.   As the samples get read then will be given updates.  The final accounting numbers for the terminal on the Conuma will probably be lower than the 37 recorded previously.   John Candy will be doing the DNA sampling from the 128 chinook that were collected from the Muchalat this past spring.  Diana Dobson will be working on a report for the individual data from John Candy.  Ken Smith said that if the sampling were to take place next year that the Gold River Streamkeepers would like to get involved.

Reports

i. Fisheries Management – Mike Ballard gave a report on the sport fisheries 

violations.  The effort was three times more from last year.  They had three blitzes and also had checks on the American suspicious guiding taking place in the sound. There were 97 sports fishing violations with two major violations.  Had 3,200 individual checks on 1,000 boats.  Having the list effort on the long week-end in July was too early.  Need more compliance around the Friendly Cove area.  Need more boat ramp checks.  Major habitat – re the log spill.  Ended up with Dave Clough hired with the project ending up with very environmental sensitive.  Rolling pin effect.  The wood is one and so is the equipment by July 6th., 2007.  The impact was very low.  Hikers were probably pretty shocked.  You cannot virtually see where they were.  WFP put some money up to remove wire, etc.  The lodge (Hoiss Point) which had burnt down had a syrofoam issue.  The lodge hired three local first nation for three weeks to gather up the floating syrofoam.  The lighthouse had a basement full and called in the media.  DFO had to step up the cleanup.  Finding a number of sea otters showing up dead.  Eleven had been skinned.  We need eyes and ears out there.  The populations are growing.  A harvest is coming up. The killer whale that washed up on shore had died of starvation.  It had a parasite and could not digest its food.  DFO has few staffing people in Gold River.  The District manager and staff are planning to deliver a planning strategy for the area.  They have an auxiliary program.  Only have two officers to cover areas 25 & 26.  Very busy – after the gill-netters they move into the cam fishery.  Trying to get a third officer here.  Spent a lot of time on complaints.  Ninety percent of the complaints were not valid.  Will continue to have a full recreational fishery patrol efforts, checks and count enforcement.  An emergency response protocol in regards to spills.  Response mechanism in place if a spill and could have been dealt with sooner.  Proposed importing of pelts.  Habitat reports have not been done yet.



ii.
 Conuma Side Channel – Report given by Karl Wilson.  Total cost for the Conuma side channel will be approximately $320,000.  Karl has applied for a grant for $150,000.  WFP has committed to $9,000.  Has number of people on the list to apply for further funding.  Showed a slide presentation.  A hard copy will be forthcoming to Pat Dennison for the file.

Les Rombough has had a response from fish processors and plants to raise approx. $10,000 to $12,000.  Would like the money to go to Conuma Hatchery.  With the drop in chum production, combined with the hatchery cuts would like to put the money towards 80 % chum and 20% coho.  Money to be ear marked to NSWS for Conuma Hatchery.  For more fish production costs, fish food or fuel.  Motion put on the floor by Dick Dennison seconded by Bill Haggarty to except the money from the Area D gill-netters up to their discretion on where the money is to go.  Direction will come from Conuma Hatchery staff and Gary Taccona, DFO 

5.       Financial Statement – Pat Dennison  - Statements read from June, July and August

 2007 handed out.  Moved by Bill Haggarty and seconded by Dan Stewart that the financial report be accepted.  

Motion Carried
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Approval given to pay Petro Can for gas for the broodstock taking on the Burman.

Approval given to pay for another 100 membership logo’s.

Motion put on the floor by Pat Dennison seconded by Bill Haggarty to donate $5,000.00 to go towards the Conuma side-channel. 

Motion carried.

Motion made by Bill Haggarty seconded by Dick Dennison to set up a separate ledger for the Conuma side channel.  All monies will come to the NSWS account and payments to be made thru the watershed.

Motion carried.

Motion made by Dick Dennison seconded by Dan Stewart to have Al Edan and Steve Voller do 

two swims on the Gold River.  Seaton Taylor will give direction to Al and Steve.  The cost will approx. $800.00 and will be done very shortly during the peak run.

Motion carried.

Karl Wilson would like a letter from NSWS in support to the Conuma side channel.

6.       No Correspondence

Next meeting & location (Council of Chiefs Meeting Room, Tsaxana on October 31, 2007 at 7pm.

Motion made by Dick Dennison seconded by Bill Haggarty to adjourn the meeting at 10:10pm.

Action Items:

Costs for purchasing hats



Dan S.

Tabled to October

Place ad in newspaper for secretary


Pat D.

Done

Send Karl Wilson the e-mail addresses

Pat D.

Done

Follow-up letter from MMFM for Conuma

Roger

Table to October

side channel approval

4
