Nootka Sound Watershed Society

 Meeting notes
October 29, 2007
Council of Chiefs meeting room, Tsaxana

7:00 PM-9:00 PM

1. Welcome and Introductions
	Ken Smith, Gold River Streamkeepers

Pat Dennison,  NSWS Treasurer
Dave Davies, DFO Community Advisor

Mike Austin, DFO Conuma Hatchery
Jim Murphy, Grieg Seafood (BC) Ltd.
Mia Parker, Grieg Seafood (BC) Ltd.
Paul Whalen, Tahsis resident
	Roger Dunlop, NTC Fisheries Program 

Mel Orecklin, Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nations
Mike Ballard, DFO C&P

Jim Davis, Moutcha Bay Resort

Suzanne Trevis, Village of Gold River


2. Review and adopt Agenda
Additions to Agenda- 5 items d & e added to New Business.

Moved by Jim Davis to adopt, Dick Dennison seconded adoption of agenda.

3. Review and adopt minutes of Sept 26, 2007 meeting
4. Moved by Mike second by Bill to accept minutes with changes regarding sea otters eleven found dead, seven had been skinned since last July (2006) 
i. Updates on action items
Feed for coho smolts, clipped and released last spring, food credit, released from 2005 brood. Mike Austin noted predator problems and will research situation on possible food credit for next meeting. $4200 approximately provided to Conuma Hatchery by NSWS for coho feeding.
Harvest sub-committee Terms of Reference. Jim to contact Paul Preston on feedback on terms of reference. Roger to circulate TOR draft to the group once more.

Roger to check with Mel Orecklin and send a letter of support for Conuma groundwater channel. Dave will check with Mel if he received it. If not found a new letter to be written.


Signs for highway fish, in the works, should be done in near future.

Area of habitat compensation: Mia Parker noted DFO has agreed that freshwater habitat can be used to compensate for Muchalat Inlet fishfarm footprint impacts. Conversion to square meters and cost are to be determined. Negotiated value of habitat to be constructed equivalent to marine habitat footprint area impacted by sedimentation  
5. Old Business
a. In-season harvest subcommittee Terms of Reference, and 2007 actions (see above)
b. Nootka Fishery Economic analysis progress– Jim Davis
Sub-committee met a week and a half ago. Consultant presented a draft RFP for Economic Study and many questions were asked insuring due diligence on contract. The consultant is on track and has only spent half of budget amount allotted. Jim to make an amendment to contract. Consultant provided a draft RFP outlining study details to include not only to include recreational fishery but to include commercial, aquaculture and tourism including the Esperanza Area in “Nootka Basin”. Due to scarce resources ask to move for next meeting Agenda to include Economic study consultant (City Spaces) to invite NSWS and specific stakeholders and government to provide input to study.  Session to include study outputs for a useful study.  Motion to have a letter of invitation drafted to invite government and stakeholders to have a special meeting and invite participation and support for study.  

Action Item: Moved by Jim Davis to hold special meeting at 2:00 PM on November 28th to provide a presentation to government and the communities in the area and invite feedback and funding for the proposed Economic Study Bill Haggerty seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Roger to work with Jim to distribute invitations to Economic Study meeting.

Invitations to include: DFO (W. Luedke, P. Sprout), three communities, First Nations, Grieg Seafood (BC) Ltd., Sport Fishing Advisory Board, Sport Fishing Institute, WCVI Aquatic Management Board, and Province of BC.  Consultant has the full list. Suggested Andrew Day should be invited. Organizations include economic development organizations.
Value of study is to secure the fishery for the area in the future.  

Question called: 

More action Items for previous meeting minutes: 
Costs of purchasing hats. Dan S. Mia noted Grieg could pay for hats if provided with an invoice. Dan Stewart to proceed with ordering hats and provide Mia Parker with the bill.
Secretary ad placed and done.  

Karl Wilson DFO was sent e-mail addresses

6. New Business
a. Enhancement & Habitat- 
i. Hatchery report- Mike Austin- Conuma chinook egg target of 2.16 M eggs. Burman 445,000 eggs to maximize release from sea pen of 400,000.  Greig S (BC) Ltd. will look for pen. Tlupana 50K, Sucwoa 50K, Leiner and Tahsis very poor no egg targets achieved, 80K from Leiner.  So few chum returning this year. Have doubled our efforts to catch brood and to date have 5% of egg target. Target is 2M eggs on Conuma, have 285K on hand.  53K from Canton, 122K Tlupana with 1.2M targets. Gillnet fishery closed down early after about 5000 pieces.
Poor situation for ecosystem. Coho production is quite low but was no enhancement on the brood year.  If water levels cooperate we should be able to obtain coho brood.  We were to report on capacity without turning on pumps.  Hatchery will catch brood coho if NSWS will cover the costs to feed and mark them. 
Moved by Dick Dennison, seconded by Bill Haggerty, to provide feed and marking costs of up to $10,000.00 to Conuma Hatchery for 100,000 coho smolts to be released to the Conuma River. 

Discussed Cypress hydro project sedimentation discolouring the Gold River during first rain.  Fishery Officers should have been informed immediately of sedimentation event.  A similar hydro-electric proposal by same operator proposed on the Conuma River.  

ii. 2007 coho feed costs- as above.
iii. Letter to FIA for enhancement in Burman. Done
b. Fisheries Management
c. Request for earlier start time for meetings- deferred until speaker attends
d. Secretary – new secretary has accepted offer and will pick up files
e. Grant in Aid CSRD-letter sent by Roger
f. Sea otter update- discussion raised by Mike Ballard about concerns for a number of carcasses, some skinned in past few years. Roger explained NTC/DFO discussions about ceremonial harvest and population status, with pending downlisting to Special Concern category recommended by COSEWIC. Species at Risk Act downlisting process expected in spring of 2008.
7. Financial Report -Pat Dennison
a. Reports accepted 
8. Correspondence
9. Next meeting & location (November 28, 2007- Western Forest Products Board Room, Gold River)
10. Adjournment (9:45 PM)
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