Nootka Sound Watershed Society

 Meeting notes
November 28, 2007
Western Forest Products Inc. Board Room, Gold River
7:00 PM-9:00 PM

1. Welcome and Introductions
Roger Dunlop introduces Tineke Veenhoven, new secretary of NSWS.

	Ken Smith, Gold River Streamkeepers

Pat Dennison,  GR Resources Ltd.
Dave Davies, DFO Community Advisor

Karl Wilson, DFO
Jim Murphy, Grieg Seafood (BC) Ltd.
Dick Dennison, Gold River Rod and Gun Club
Paul Whalen, Tahsis resident
	Roger Dunlop, NTC Fisheries Program 

Mel Orecklin, Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation
Larry Andrews, Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nations

Deb Clemenson, Village of Tahsis
Suzanne Trevis, Village of Gold River

Tineke Veenhoven, NSWS secretary


2. Review and adopt Agenda
Additions to Agenda- 1 item added to New Business.

Moved by Jim Murphy to adopt, Deb Clemenson seconded adoption of agenda.

3. Review and adopt minutes of October 29, 2007 meeting
Moved by Ken Smith, seconded by Suzanne Trevis to accept minutes.

Updates on action items
Feed for coho smolts: surplus of $200 has been forwarded by Village of Gold River.
Harvest sub-committee Terms of Reference. Roger received one reaction: Paul Preston suggested to call it a Round Table.
Mel Orecklin has not found a letter of support for Conuma groundwater channel, will keep looking. Postponed till the next meeting.

Signs for highway fish: Ken Smith shows small scale samples. Spelling of names will be checked.
Hats: Inquire with Dan Stewart if they have been ordered (next meeting).
Decals: Pat Dennison has ordered 100 decals.

4. Old Business
a. In-season harvest subcommittee Terms of Reference, and 2007 actions See above.
b. Nootka Fishery Economic analysis progress– Jim Davis
The special meeting to discuss fisheries and tourism economic impact for the communities of Nootka Sound and Esperanza Inlet will be postponed to January 2008 to ensure availability of all stakeholders. 


Jim Davis will handle distribution of the invitations.
5. New Business
a. Enhancement & Habitat
Conuma River side channel – Karl Wilson
Surveyors looked at the area, and the total costs of the project were estimated at 

$300,000. Presently, $100,000 is available, and more funding is needed.
Starting in the summer of 2008, the project will be executed in two phases:
Phase I: bottom part of the channel

Phase II: upper part of the channel, near the hatchery.

Issues to be resolved:

Estimated quantity of rock (at $8-10 per m3) for lining the channel: 20,000 m3 seems high. Action: Pat Dennison/Karl Wilson.

Private land tenures: exact borders have to be recorded to prevent infringement. Action: Karl Wilson.

The area is part of Northern Goshawk-habitat. Possible conflict with channel construction has to be excluded. Action: Karl Wilson.
Quotes on nets – Deb Clemenson

Two quotes for a 50’ x 50’ net have been received: $5684 for a new net, and $3220 for a used net.

Moved by Deb Clemenson, seconded by Suzanne Trevis, to order 2 nets for the price of $3220, including or excluding taxes. Nets will be bought.
Well drilling in Tahsis – Dave Davies

Dave Davies recommends to proceed with caution, and an engineer’s study will be conducted by Graham Hill before drilling takes place, depending on the results of the study.

Hatchery report – Dave Davies, Deb Clemenson
Egg collection from the Leiner and the Tahsis were disappointing: Leiner 60.000 eggs, Tahsis: 0 eggs.
Transplant permit for transplanting Conuma Chinook to the Tahsis River has been denied. Dave Davies proposes to hire an extra labourer at Conuma to assist Tahsis.

Hatchery results:

Chum

- Canton:
53,388



- Conuma:
297,127



- Sucwoa:
16,959



- Upana:
122.309

Coho

- Conuma:
199.768

Chinook
- Burman:
455,088



- Conuma:
2,161,306*



- Leiner:
88,769



- Sucwoa:
53,615


- Upana:
47,633.

* 50,000 deaths so far, expected to increase to 100,000, resulting in estimate of 2,000,000 survivals.

River swim – Roger Dunlop

DFO funding for the Gold River swim has been discontinued, because the Gold River is no longer considered to be an indicator.
Costs involved in the river swim: approx. $2500 per season (2 persons, 2 days a week, at $250 a day). A schedule and cost estimate for a 2008 chinook swim will be made.

Action: Roger Dunlop.
b.Fisheries Management
Enhancement guidelines for the Gold River have not yet been finalized, pending DNA analysis.

     6.
Financial Report -Pat Dennison
$7550 donation to Conuma Hatchery cannot be accepted. Pat proposes to put the donation towards construction of the side channel.

Bill for production of decals received and paid: $113.

Secretary fees: to be established at $110.

Moved by Deb Clemenson, seconded by Suzanne Trevis. Financial reports accepted.
7. 
Correspondence
6. Next meeting & location (January 30, 2008 – Council of Chiefs meeting room, Tsaxana)
9.
Adjournment (8:45 PM)
	Action item
	Who
	When

	River Swim cost estimate
Quantity of rock required for side channel

Goshawk territory vs channel construction

Nootka Fishery Economic Analysis meeting

Letter of support Conuma groundwater channel

Spelling names on fish signs

Ordering of hats
	Roger Dunlop
P. Dennison/K. Wilson

Karl Wilson

Jim Davis

Mel Orecklin

Ken Smith

Pat Dennison
	Jan 30, 08
Jan 30, 08

Jan 30,08

Jan 30, 08
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