Nootka Sound Watershed Society

 Meeting notes
March 26, 2008
Tsaxana Council of Chiefs Meeting Room, Tsaxana
7:00 PM-9:00 PM

1. Welcome and Introductions:
Mia Parker introduces Teresa Robinson as her alternate at NSWS meetings.
	Ken Smith, Gold River Streamkeepers

Pat Dennison,  GR Resources Ltd.
Dave Davies, DFO Community Advisor

Paul Whalen, Tahsis resident
Bob Handyside, Hoiss Point Lodge
Dick Dennison, Gold River Rod and Gun Club
Jim Davis, Moutcha Bay Resort
Suzanne Trevis, Village of Gold River

Karl Wilson, DFO
	Roger Dunlop, NTC Fisheries Program 

Kent O’Neill, The Lodge at Gold River
Larry Andrews, Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation
Bill Haggerty, NSWS Director
Tineke Veenhoven, NSWS secretary

Teresa Robinson, Grieg Seafood BC
Mia Parker, Grieg Seafood BC

Jim Murphy, Grieg Seafood BC




2. Review and adopt Agenda
Additions to Agenda- 2 items added to New Business,
1 item items added to correspondence.
Moved by Jim Davis to adopt, Bill Haggerty seconded adoption of agenda.

3. Review and adopt minutes of January 30, 2008 meeting
3 corrections made:
Dick Dennison: under 3: $5100, add for fish food.

Dave Davies: under 3: experiences, change to experienced.

Roger Dunlop: qualification ‘yahoo’ inappropriate, to be removed.

Moved by Suzanne Trevis, seconded by Dick Dennison to accept minutes.
With regard to 4g: Paul Whalen explains his expressed concern about drilling of test holes in Tahsis was the execution of due diligence prior to drilling in close proximity of a former dump site.
4. Old Business
a. Update action items

All items were dealt with except:

Roger Dunlop was unable to collect the requested Muchalaht boat ramp data, files are incomplete.
Paul Whalen mailed Helifor, but has not received a reply so far.

Dave Davies informs the membership the funding request for $1500 in fish food was unsuccessful. The river swim will also not be funded. The request for $10.000 in support of the Conuma side channel was successful.
b. Hatchery update

Enhancement

Bob Handyside: With permission of DFO, Mike Austin, Hoiss Point Lodge will raise funds for enhancement during the summer season and forward the collected funds to NSWS, starting with a donation of $2000.

Burman Chinook net pens

One of the two net pens is salvageable, and will be repaired by Blair Billard. Completion is expected by April 4, 2008. Grieg Seafood BC will bear the costs of repair.
c. Letter of support Conuma ground water channel

An existing letter of support from Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation about habitat conservation funds will suffice for Karl Wilson.
Funding by Grieg Seafood will be provided in several payments starting in April 2008, for phase 1 of the construction. Payment schedule to be established by Karl Wilson and Mia Parker.

Mia Parker will write two letters: one to NSWS, informing them of their mandate, and one formal letter to DFO Habitat.
d. River Swim candidates – Roger Dunlop
Swift water certificate: 12 candidates are needed to conduct the course in Gold River (June 2008). There are 4 candidates from Gold River Streamkeepers, 2 from Search and Rescue, 2 from Gold River Fire Dept, and 4 from NSWS (Roger Dunlop, Jim Davis, Paul Whalen, Tineke Veenhoven).
Motion by Dick Dennison to fund half of the costs for the course by Raven Rescue for 4 Streamkeeper candidates, to a total amount of $780. Seconded by Suzanne Trevis. Accepted.

NSWS candidates will bear their own costs. 
Funding for travel costs of river swim: Seaton Taylor will be approached at the next meeting.

e. Conuma side channel updates – Karl Wilson/Pat Dennison
Provincial Government of BC informed Karl Wilson tenure is required for the construction of the Conuma side channel. Mia Parker will call the appropriate representative.
Provincial Government expressed its concern about infringement on Elk winter range. Pat Dennison will check and report to Karl Wilson.

Development of Rock: Dick Dennison received a quote of $30.000 for 4000 cubic metres.

Karl Wilson will investigate other possible sources.

f. Status recreational fishing study – Jim Davis/Kent O’Neill
Jim Davis and Kent O’Neill are disappointed with City Spaces’ performance, and can see no improvement in the near future. The agreement will be terminated by them.
5. New Business
a. AMB wild salmon strategy by Brad Beaith
The requested input has been provided.
b. NSWS terms of reference draft – Roger Dunlop
NSWS terms of reference have been ratified by Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation, and are therefore final.

Motion to adopt terms of reference by Dick Dennison, seconded by Pat Dennison.
Terms of reference adopted.

c. Annual General Meeting. Election of office – Pat Dennison

Nominations:

Board:

President: Roger Dunlop

Vice President: Ken Smith

Treasurer: Pat Dennison

Directors:

Larry Andrews: Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation

Bill Haggerty: Gold River resident

Mia Parker: Grieg Seafood BC

Dick Dennison: Gold River Rod and Gun Club

Jamie James: Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation

Randy Watson: Area D Gillnetters

Suzanne Trevis: Village of Gold River

Deb Clemenson: Village of Tahsis

Jim Davis: Campbell River resident
Board and Directors elected.

d. Helicopter transport of fish – Pat Dennison/Dick Dennison

Dave Davies is corresponding with the Coast Guard in this matter. No definite results yet.

e. Star Lake no fishing sign - Bill Haggerty 

The Gold River Rod and Gun Club proposes to install a no fishing sign at Star Lake, hoping that people will refrain from fishing in between May 15 and Jun 15, 2008.
     6.
Financial Report -Pat Dennison
Expenses February: $110 secretary fees, $ 7807.50 nets, $9699.60 fish food, $ 3000 Conuma side channel. 
Balance January 31, 2008: $19963.17
Moved to accept financial report by Pat Dennison, seconded by Dick Dennison. Financial reports accepted.
7. 
Correspondence
NSWS members are invited to the Third Biennual Fisheries and Oceans Canada Community Involvement Program appreciation and awards day, May 24, 2008, 10.00-15.00 hrs., at the Courtenay and District Fish and Wildlife Protective Association Clubhouse. NSWS will be presented with a 4 year award.
Ken Smith, Larry Andrews and Roger Dunlop will attend.

     8.
Streamkeepers update
Streamkeepers are offering a two day course on March 28/29, 08.00-15.30 hrs. Location: Gold River Fire Hall. There is room for 6 more participants. Costs: $10 p.p.

On April 19, 2008 a fence will be installed in Dunlop Creek. Help is needed.
Advice Dave Davies: use plastic weave bags, and sand from the shore, not gravel from the creek.

Big Bend creek borders on Green Energy’s ash dump. According to riparian rules (RAR) a buffer zone of 30 m. is required. Streamkeepers expressed their concern to Green Energy by email, but received no reply.
The Village of Gold River issued permits for phase 1 (wood burning) and Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nations gave their approval.

Streamkeepers plan to develop a walking trail along Big Bend creek, put in a wooden structure to slow down its flow, and create a cement fish ladder.

9
Next meeting & location (April 30, 2008 – Western Forest Products Inc. Board Room, Gold River)
10.
Adjournment (9.15 PM) 
	Action
	Who
	Completed

	Thank you letters to funders, Tineke to forward 2 letters to Roger
	Tineke/Roger to sign
	Tineke forwarded Mar 27, 2008

	Comuna side channel letters to NSWS and DFO Habitat
	Mia Parker
	 

	Contact Diana Dobson and Gray Taccogna, invite to April 30 meeting
	Roger Dunlop
	

	Check on Elk winter range around Conuma and inform Karl Wilson
	Pat Dennison
	

	Letter of termination of contract to City Spaces
	Jim Davis/Kent O’Neill
	 

	Send photos for website of NSWS activities to Tineke
	All
	 

	Update NSWS website
	Tineke Veenhoven
	 

	Arrange swift water rescue course
	Ken Smith
	 

	Inquire with rock developers
	Karl Wilson
	

	Set up meeting with BC Government representatives regarding tenure and Elk winter range
	Karl Wilson
	

	Letter to Ministry of Aquaculture to actively support enhancement and invitation to April meeting
	Roger Dunlop
	

	Invite Green Energy’s environmental representative to the May 28 meeting
	Roger Dunlop
	

	Provide Ken Smith with info on cement blocks for fish ladders
	Roger Dunlop
	

	Check with AMB if NSWS donations can be processed as tax receipts
	Roger Dunlop
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