Nootka Sound Watershed Society

Meeting Minutes

March 28, 2007

Western Forest Products Meeting Room
7:00 PM-9:00 PM

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

ATTENDANCE:

	Roger Dunlop; NTC Fisheries (NSWS President)
	Deb Clemenson; Village of Tahsis

	Paul Preston; DFO
	Ken Smith; GRSK Society

	Dave Davies; DFO Community Advisor
	Larry Andrews; WCVI

	Chris Erikson; Conuma Hatchery
	Suzanne Trevis, Village of GR

	Seaton Taylor; DFO Stock Assessment
	Caren Olive;

	Paul Whalen; Bigfoot
	Pat Dennison; GR Resources Ltd. Treas.

	Dick Dennison; GRRGC
	John Falavolito; Westview Marina

	Dave Clough; GRSK Society
	Patricia McDougall; NSWS Secretary

	Erich Mehlhart; GR Resident
	Jim Murphy; Greig Seafood

	Les Rombough; Area D Gillnetter Assn.
	Cathy Danes; SFAC 25


2. REVIEW AND ADOPT  AGENDA – AGENDA ITEMS ADDED

· Fisheries Outlook Presentation from DFO Stock Assessment Group
· Forming Harvest Sub-Committee

· Nootka Island Log Salvage

· Letter to Dave Davies-Under Enhancement

MOTION #1:  
Moved by Deb Clemenson; Seconded by Dick Dennison

To adopt the agenda with changes


MOTION CARRIED

3. REVIEW AND ADOPT MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 28, 2007 MEETING
i. Updates on Action Items from February 28, 2007
	Action Item
	Who
	Complete

	Culvert by Big Bend has not been bedded properly and Dave and Ken will look at it.
	Dave & Ken
	Weather still too poor

	Streamkeepers about funding from NSWS for projects and posting salmon signs near streams
	Ken
	No Quorum at last mtg;

Outstanding

	Sign at TD Bank for chequing account
	Roger
	WIP

	Seaton will discuss with Diana about having a marked fishery on the Gold River
	Seaton
	Diana says it is not likely to go down that road


Changes/Amendments to minutes:

· Amend action item on minutes regarding letter of support was to come from Roger and Dave and that should read Roger and Jim.
· Page 5 – Conuma Hatchery Update, last sentence should read sea pens located in the estuary

MOTION #2: 
Moved by Dick Dennison; Seconded by Deb Clemenson

To adopt the minutes of February 28, 2007 with changes


MOTION CARRIED

4. OLD BUSINESS:
a. Rec. Fishery Economic Study (Jim Davis) – the funding was not approved from the Provincial Economic Branch, before the end of the year.  A number of lodge owners have contributed $15,000 towards the recreational fishery economic analysis and that they are intending on proceeding with or without financial support from this entity.  ACTION:  Les Rombaugh receive contacts for Jim Davis (Roger provided Jim’s email address)
b. THE LODGE Spring Fund Raiser (Jim Davis) – Email from Jim that he had just got off the phone from Kent O’Neil’s wife who said that they appreciated our offer of assistance for the golf tournament but it sounds like they have it all in order and they do not need anyone to help volunteer.  In terms of the money donation all coming to the NSWS was not clear, we will need seek further clarification on that
c. Sidechannel Updates (Dave Davies) - Spoke with Mel, he is still working on the both the Conuma and Canton sidechannel, he met with Jeff Sandhurst from WFP and what he discovered the FIA funding from WFP has changed again, the management was farmed out to the area offices and that did not work out and was brought back to the main offices and has not found out anything about the FIA funding.  Jeff was able to determine that the entire sidechannel was in crown land.  Mel met with Chris and went down to the Conuma sidechannel again, and understood there is a push with the Conuma Hatchery as it would be a big benefit to the hatchery.  What Mel wants for this summer is some FIA funding to do some re-surveying with the view towards doing something this summer.
i. Burman sidechannel (Roger) – BC Timber Sales has not come back to talk to the group.  They have started surveying out there, they are going to work on this relic sidechannel that is isolated, I suspect when the road starts going in there they will start clearing it out.  It was on old sidechannel that has just been isolated they were going to re-flood it.  

ii. Kauwinch River - Received a cheque from the Salmon Commission to do the sidechannel in the Kauwinch River in Kyuquot 

Dick requested that a letter go out to ask the people at BC Timber Sales about the side channel and the harvesting

ACTION:  Letter to be composed to request that BC Timber Sales (Doug Erickson) attend a meeting at the NSWS to come and talk about sidechannels and harvesting.  Roger will draft the letter.

d.   Log Salvage Update:  Dave spoke to Dave Fluff, the environmental monitor; there are big problems out there.  Scott, the Marine Biologist did an Ariel inspection and discovered all kinds of issues.  They talked to Dave Trytko and he promptly fired Dave Fluff who has been out.  There Machines parked on the beach, fuel containers on the beach, have been refueling on the beach, vegetation has been run over.  They were shut down until they clean things up.  There was a stop work order announced in the Globe and Mail, until a monitor was in place.  No further information is known at this time.
No Follow-up from Dave Trytko.  An injunction came from one of the inhabitants in the area.  There was court order to stop it.  Why was heli-logging not done?
5. NEW BUSINESS:  
a. WCVI Information System and Surveyor Presenter (Caren Olive) - Presentation for the WCVI Information System.
Have been asked to go around and talk to groups about the system, provide information and ask for feedback.  To enable to help to some planning and move it forward.  Cooperative management with Aquatic Management Board, U-uth-luk and the Clayuquot Biosphere Trust.
Slideshow Presentation.

b. Enhancement – Pat received a phone call from Dave Davies that there will be no enhancement on the Gold River for 2007.  Due to it being locked into this IFMP connected to Conuma Hatchery.  May 15 is the deadline before it is signed off with the Ministry; we still have a bit of time.  Dick Dennison wonders if we could not have recreational fishery with the RoberstonxRoberston to continue with enhancement instead of destroying the eggs raise them and release them.
Pat reads letter addressed to Dave Davies.

ACTION:  Ask Gary Taccogna to come to next months meeting, via email.  Roger has committed to talk to MMFN but it may take awhile to get a meeting

c. Chris Erickson Update:  Presently we are rearing 3,000,000 chums, 1.9 million conuma Chinook and approximately 100,000 Coho.  50,000 from last year that were marked that will be released in June.  Deb volunteered last year to mark the brood and will volunteer again this year.
Habitat – Meeting with Synex, the power company, they have just started construction, blasting, our habitat technician had an issue.  The river could end up dry but there is almost no habitat up farther but closer to the bottom end of the falls there needs to be water because the spawning there is awesome.
Other – Area Harvest Sub-Committee (Paul Preston) – here to ask you to consider -  a separate committee to discuss how to fish, where to fish and work together, and having all the fishing resources in one group to maintain an open line of communication, problem solve, idea share etc in the Nootka Sound area.  We have a pre-season meeting, another meeting after the season and phone calls during the season.  It has been working quite successfully for the Somass area.  A maximum of five meetings during the fishing season is recommended.

ACTION:  To make an agenda item for the next meeting, Eric John from Ehattesaht could be involved as well as Nuchatlaht can be invited.  We need representation from MMFN.  Roger will try and invite and involve as many people as possible.  We have recreational fisheries here, do we need appointments from the SFAB to be in this group here.  Jim Davis with the LOONS can help here.  We have the local communities here; Larry Andrews is here, but not officially from MMFN.  Dave Davies hopes that this new group would not dilute the interest in this group and interest of the SFAC as well.

d. Burman Chinook – presently they are 2.6 grams they like to vaccinate at 3 grams, Aril 6-9, two weeks later we will transport to the sea pens.  Sea pens needs to be at the Burman by the 16th of April.  We will need someone there on the Burman for a few weeks to feed them.  Automatic feeder is the way to go.

e. Fisheries Management (Seaton) – Forecast for 2007.  There isn’t one specifically for Conuma yet, the main forecast from the Somass.  Hopefully when Diana comes she will provide more detail.  Seaton’s presentation.
Power point Presentation.  This forecast is not the detailed forecast.  Basically just a rough outlook.

2007 WCVI Coho – 

Escapement Trends: Graph.  A proportion of each system, which is used as the index.  Nootka index went up a little, WCVI went down

2007 Outlook – looking considerably better than last year for Coho returns

Coho (General Trend) Marine Survival Rate Trends: predication for 2007 is the survival rate to increase

Carnation Creek Indicator Forecast:  Terminal abundance

Chinook (General Trend) Escapement Trends Abundance:  Nootka Index has increased

Wild Stocks:  2007 Outlook:  3 yr olds-brood year/2005 smolt year - marine forecast survival rate is poor

Somass Chinook Indicator Forecast:  Terminal Abundance- decreased slightly from 2006, about 5% from last year.  2007 forecasted at slightly lower levels than 2006.

Nootka Chum:  David O’Brien has been doing forecasting for the Nootka Chum.

Nootka Sound Chum Escapement:  Last year there was a small decease.  2007 expectation is 180,000 total to terminal area.  For the Burman, Tahsis, Leiner, Zeballos, Conuma, Canton, Sucwoa, Tlupana

6. FINANCIAL REPORT (PAT DENNISON) – REPORT GIVEN.
The January month end balance was 22, 137.31
Membership Fees:  75.00
Secretary Fees: 50.00

After expenses total balance was $22,162.31

Petty Cash Balance: 97.64 which included the cost of stamps 16.53
MOTION #3  
Moved by Deb Clemenson; Seconded by Jim Davis

To approve the Financial Statement for January 2007


MOTION CARRIED 

7. NEXT MEETING & LOCATION (COUNCIL OF CHIEFS MEETING ROOM @ 7 PM)
MOTION #4:  
Moved by Deb Clemenson; Seconded by Jim Davis

To adjourn the meeting


MOTION CARRIED

8. ADJOURNMENT ((9:40 PM)
Nootka Sound Watershed Society

Monthly Meeting

Isolated Motions

March 28, 2007

WFP Meeting Room
MOTION #1:  
Moved by Deb Clemenson; Seconded by Dick Dennison


To adopt the agenda with changes


MOTION CARRIED

________________________________________________________________________

MOTION #2: 
Moved by Dick Dennison; Seconded by Deb Clemenson


To adopt the minutes of February 28, 2007 with changes


MOTION CARRIED

________________________________________________________________________

MOTION #3  
Moved by Deb Clemenson; Seconded by Jim Davis


To approve the Financial Statement for January 2007


MOTION CARRIED 

________________________________________________________________________

MOTION #4:  
Moved by Deb Clemenson; Seconded by Jim Davis


To adjourn the meeting


MOTION CARRIED
ACTION ITEMS

	ACTION ITEM
	WHO 
	COMPLETE

	Culvert by Big Bend has not been bedded properly and Dave and Ken will look at it.
	Dave & Ken
	Weather still too poor

	Streamkeepers about funding from NSWS for projects and posting salmon signs 
	Ken
	No Quorum at last mtg;

Outstanding

	Sign at TD Bank for chequing account
	Roger
	WIP

	Les Rombaugh receive contacts for Jim Davis (Roger provided Jim’s email address)


	Roger
	Done

	Letter to be composed to request that BC Timber Sales (Doug Erickson) attend a meeting at the NSWS to come and talk about sidechannels and harvesting.  Roger will draft the letter.


	Roger
	Done by e-mail

	Ask Gary Taccogna to come to next months meeting via email.  Roger has committed to talk to MMFN but it may take awhile to get a meeting


	Roger
	Done by e-mail

	Other – Area Harvest Sub-Committee Agenda item
	Roger
	Done
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