Nootka Sound Watershed Society

 Draft meeting notes
January 30, 2008
Tsaxana Council of Chiefs Meeting Room, Tsaxana
7:00 PM-9:00 PM

1. Welcome and Introductions:
	Ken Smith, Gold River Streamkeepers

Pat Dennison,  GR Resources Ltd.
Dave Davies, DFO Community Advisor

Paul Preston, DFO Resource Management
Seaton Taylor, DFO Stock Assessment
Dick Dennison, Gold River Rod and Gun Club
Erich Mehlhart, Gold River Seniors
	Roger Dunlop, NTC Fisheries Program 

Mel Orecklin, Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation
Larry Andrews, Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation
Bill Haggerty, NSWS Director
Tineke Veenhoven, NSWS secretary

Dan Stewart, RBF Renovations


2. Review and adopt Agenda
Additions to Agenda- 5 items added to Old Business.

Moved by Bill Haggerty to adopt, Dan Stewart seconded adoption of agenda.

3. Review and adopt minutes of November 28, 2007 meeting
Moved by Bill Haggerty, seconded by Dan Stewart to accept minutes.

Updates on action items
Letter of support for the Conuma groundwater channel will be put before the Council of Chiefs

Signs for highway fish: Spelling of names has been checked, and signs are ready for installation.
Dan Stewart will order hats with NSWS logo.
4. Old Business
a. Costs for raising Burman Chinook and Conuma Coho – Dave Davies

Conuma Coho:

Brood 2007 (100.000 each) will be funded by NSWS

Costs: $ 4600, to be paid by NSWS.

Volunteer clippers will be approached by Pat and Dick Dennison. Experienced clippers are provided by Conuma Hatchery.

Burman Chinook:

Fuel for transport costs, $ 2500, will be paid by NSWS. Dick Dennison will inquire about cheaper ways of transport.
Fish food February 2008 $ 5100 

Moved to accept costs 2007 + February/June 2008 brood + fuel by Dick Dennison, seconded by Dan Stewart. Costs accepted.

Deb Clemenson will apply for funding of fish food to DFO, attn. Dave Davies.

b. In-season harvest subcommittee Terms of Reference – Paul Preston
Paul Preston has been conducting round table conference calls to establish a mutual understanding between commercial an recreational fisheries. Results are promising, and the program will continue with DFO funding.
c. Nootka Fishery Economic analysis progress – Jim Davis
The special meeting to discuss fisheries and tourism economic impact for the communities of Nootka Sound and Esperanza Inlet will not be organized by Jim Davis.

Roger will invite Jim Davis to the next meeting to explain the state of affairs and transfer project responsibility to active membership of Loons.

Concerns: City Spaces has been paid by Loons, but no report has been produced so far.

Paul Preston will bring preliminary report from City Spaces to the next meeting for review.

d. Purchase of nets for fish enhancement pens – Pat Dennison

Pat Dennison asks for approval of $250 GST on the purchase price of $ 6940.

Moved by Dan Stewart to accept, seconded by Bill Haggerty. Extra costs accepted.
e. River swim – Roger Dunlop

Roger Dunlop presents the cost estimate for the river swim, based on a frequency of 8 swims. Total costs are estimated at $ 7460. 6 swims are considered to be adequate. Two candidates with swift water certificate will be approached by Roger Dunlop and Seaton Taylor.
5. New Business
a. Nootka Sound Chinook Escapement – Seaton Taylor
The escapement shows a downward trend.

Sampling in 2003 showed a 90% infection rate with sealice in Esperanza Inlet, whereas Muchalaht Inlet showed an infection rate of 3.9%. Sampling parameters are unclear. Mia Parker will be asked to explain Grieg sampling methods.
b. Conuma River side channel – Karl Wilson
The deadline to apply for funding from the Pacific Salmon Foundation for this project is February 15, 2008. NSWS feels the application should be approved by the Board and Directors before it is sent out. The proposed application will be distributed by e-mail for approval before the deadline.
Issues to be resolved:

Estimated quantity of rock (at $8-10 per m3) for lining the channel: 20,000 m3 seems high. 
Private land tenures: exact borders have to be recorded to prevent infringement.
The area is part of Northern Goshawk-habitat. Possible conflict with channel construction has to be excluded. 
NSWS has to decide whether it will do the financial administration of the side channel for a fee. Discussion is carried forward to the next meeting.

c.Fisheries Management
Enhancement guidelines for the Gold River have not yet been finalized, pending DNA analysis.

d. Election of Board members.

A call for new Board members is due in March 2008.
2 advertisements will be placed in the Gold River Record by Tineke Veenhoven 

e. Webpage update

A printable membership form will be incorporated in the NSWS webpage by Tineke Veenhoven.
     6.
Financial Report -Pat Dennison
Expenses November 2007: Decals $133 and $110 secretary fees.

Donations December 2007: Private donation US$ 250, Comox-Strathcona Regional District $250, Grieg Seafood $5000.

Expenses December 2007: exchange $10.03, City Spaces $ 2674.59.

Moved to accept financial report by Ken Smith, seconded by Bill Haggerty. Financial reports accepted.
7. 
Correspondence
Aquatic Management Board requests input for its Wild Salmon Strategy draft in preparation for a workshop to be held in march 2008.

Seaton Taylor will forward electronic version of the document to the membership.
Invitation to a Water Governance workshop, to take place in Nanaimo, February 27, 2008. Deadline to register: January 28, 2008. (www.watergovernance.ca)
Letter Paul Whalen, expressing concern about well drilling in Tahsis. Larry Andrews will take the letter before the Council of Chiefs, to explore possiblilities of First Nations environment funding.
6. Next meeting & location (February 27, 2008 – Western Forest Products Inc. Board Room, Gold River)
9.
Adjournment (9.50 PM)
	Action item
	Who
	When

	River Swim candidates
Issues Conuma side channel

Nootka Fishery Economic Analysis meeting

Letter of support Conuma groundwater channel

Printable membership form on website
2008 brood Conuma Coho/Burman Chinook
Application for funding fish food

Advertising Board members

Forward AMB draft report to membership
Environment funding Tahsis well
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