Nootka Sound Watershed Society

 Meeting notes
February 28, 2007
NTC Northern Region Office
7:00 PM-9:00 PM

1. Welcome and Introductions:
	Ken Smith, Gold River Streamkeepers

Pat Dennison,  GR Resources Ltd.
Dave Davies, DFO Community Advisor

Jim Davis, Moutcha Bay Resort
Deb Clemenson, Village of Tahsis
Dick Dennison, Gold River Rod and Gun Club
Michael Ballard, DFO, C&P

Erich Mehlhart, Gold River Seniors
Patricia McDougall, NSWS Secretary
	Roger Dunlop, NTC Fisheries Program 

Seaton Taylor, DFO Stock Assessment
Larry Andrews, Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation
Bill Haggerty, NSWS Director
Dave Trytko, BC Log
Dan Stewart, RBF Renovations

Chris Erikson, DFO, Conuma

Dave Clough Gold River Streamkeepers


2. Review and adopt Agenda
Agenda items added
Moved by Dick Dennison to adopt, Jim Davis seconded adoption of agenda.

3. Presentation by Dave Trytko, general manager of BC Log Spill
On January 8th, 2007 there was a log spill. The bulk of the load landed mainly in the vicinity of Kelvin Bay and Schoona Bay, we have equipment now and in place and ready to start the salvage of it. BC Log Spill is a non profit organization; there are 33 shareholders who are from the forest companies, insurance companies and towing companies. The equipment that is going to be out there are a couple of machines working below tidelines. Logs will be transported toward Schoona Bay, loaded into the water and dewatered onto a barge. Approximately 2000 to 2500 cubic meters at a time and hopefully the operation will take about 3-4 weeks, there was fairly extensive coverage. 15000 was on board and about only 8-0 meters was left, so almost the whole load was split. Weather did not appear to be a factor. We did look into the use of helicopters but it was not feasible to get across, the cost was too high. DFO went out and took some pictures trying to look at the number of stream crossings and Scott Northrup is our habitat underwater person and will be monitoring to ensure that the impact is minimal. Michael has some photographs that he will get to Bill; it will have an accumulative impact if it is allowed to sit there. We will probably just break even, getting the wood back out of there, hopefully the beach will be restored back to the way it should be. Particularly Forestry has some concerns on the major setbacks this could cause. We will be monitoring this closely. Question was posed to Dave, did he know that Schoona Bay is a sea otter hangout and they are listed? Dave did not know this. Roger Dunlop is on the Sea Otter Recovery Team and has been doing surveys out there for the past ten years and there is a possible conflict with sea otters. They may not be there right now, but you guys should be extremely careful about that because they do move around in the winter. Parhaps the First Nations Fisheries Program could be a part of the monitoring system. Contact with the First Nation at this point is important to have them knowing the issues and impacts. Roger gave Dave his card to initiate contact. Larry Andrews indicated that he would be seeing the Chiefs the next day and would make sure that they knew what was happening. There is an environmental management plan in place, that is written and understood by the machine operators as to whaty they can and cannot do in terms of what the procedure might be, one has to consider what type of mitigation there is, for clearance of those trees. We are asking it be reviewed by a biologist. Will there be an assessment of the impact of the beaches, will there be a mitigation plan? The biologist will take the lead on this. Basically it is a one time crossing out there, so we are not running back and forth. The concern is that when there is an environmental impact the issues are assessed and identified and everybody knows what they are. Is there a fueling protocol in place, yes there is. To minimize damage on the grass beds, high tide there is only about 20 feet of water. Take pictures before and after of the site beforehand and on a step by step process. Three weeks for cleanup. The only non salmon stream on that side of the island.
4. Review and adopt minutes of January 31, 2007 meeting
Make changes to the minutes – Attendance Patricia to add her name, the Gold River Angling Club should be $1000, not $100. Page 2, change from near Twaddle to Highway 28, make the same change on page 7, on page 3 for net pens it should read $3500 and it is for the ‘net’.

Update on action items from January 31, 2007
	Action
	Who
	Completed

	Conuma Side Channel funding application – contact Mel Sheng
	Dave/Roger
	Dave will talk to later in the meeting

	Thank you letters to funders drafted for review
	Roger
	completed

	Culvert by Big Bend has not been bedded properly and Dave and Ken will look at it.
	Dave/Ken
	Weather still too poor

	Letter on Coho and net pen to Conuma Hatchery
	Deb
	There has been discussion and arrangements for the loan of a pen from Grieg

	Sign at TD Bank for chequing account
	Roger
	WIP

	Letter of support for Economic Analysis Study
	Roger/Jim
	completed

	Signs for creek crossings – Dave indicates that by next meeting they may have firmer numbers on the proposal
	Dave
	Dave will talk to alter in the meeting

	Letter to Conuma Hatchery re: smolts
	Deb
	completed


5.
Old business
a. T. Pater, A. Day, M.C. Wright & BCYS unable to attend & send regrets

Meantime Karen Oliver came and talked about salmon mapping and stock status project she is working on. She wants to come back as she has another questionnaire/survey done up for a different project to get some feedback. Roger will send out well before the meeting so we all can have a good look at it. Mike Wright did want to talk about the proposed side channel in the Burman River that they are going to re-flood.
b. Report from GR Streamkeepers – signs/funding (Ken) 
The meeting has been rescheduled due to weather, there was no quorum.
c. Rec. Fishery Economic Study (Jim Davis)
Submitted an application to BC Economic Branch and Oceans and Fisheries Branch. We have a commitment of 10,000 from the lodge owners. In the process of identifying the consultants who can do Phase I, draft of the contract should be completed hopefully by next week, and if we do get the funding we are looking at two months to complete the Phase I, which should cost around $10,000. we did have interest from the Area G Association and got a call from Randy Watson’s Association that they are interested in being involved. Jim indicated that the proposal should be transferable so it is not a one time only type of proposal so there is some value in it and other communities and groups can benefit from it. Local plans that deal specifically with the region’s needs are a key component to the proposal. This should be a tool to bring everyone together, to be a part of a round table. Seaton poses the question, if the stock changes will that be built into a part of the report/study? What economic impact would that have? The economics are tied to the numbers so in essence we will try and bring all that together.
d. Nootka – Community Tourism Foundation Program - Jim Davis
Application has been submitted. 
e. The Lodge spring fundraiser – Jim Davis
Jim spoke to Ken about this and they do their annual golf tournament that raises about $10,000 US a year, but does not want to commit himself as he has a lot of pressure from other groups for funds, but we are going to meet next week and have some discussion around it. If our group or members would assist in this gold tournament he might be interested in making a donation of the whole $10,000 to the NSWS.
f. Other – WPF photo’s
no response as of yet. Mel will cover this off with Jeff Sandhurst out of Campbell River.

Newsletter for 2006
Pat is looking for changes or additions before going to print. Pat is organizing and submitting.
6.
New Business
a. Election of executives 
last meeting, there were some nominations:

President:

Roger Dunlop

Vice President

Ken Smith

Treasurer:

Pat Dennison

Secretary:

Patricia McDougall

Directors:

Jim Murphy for Grieg Seafood




Deb Clemenson for Village of Tahsis




Randy Watson for Area D Gillnetters




Roger Dunlop for NTC Fisheries Program




Jim Davis for LOONS




Bill Haggerty for residents of Gold River




Jamie James for MMFN





Larry Andrews for WCVI Aquatic Management Society





Dick Dennison for Rod and Gun Club





Suzanne Trevis for Village of Gold River
Dave Davis as an external party performed the official nominations.
b. Enhancement
Coho (Deb) – To draft a letter to Conuma Hatchery asking if we could smolt the Coho instead of early fry release and NSWS would support the cost of the feed. Two orders will go together toally 5400 the cost of Coho food to smolt 50,000 for the next 1.5 years until June 2008.
Motion moved by Pat Dennison, seconded by Dan Stewart.

Amended: the NSWS to fund fish food for the Gold and Burman; Chinook the approximate cost is $2664 to include Coho and increase the amount to $5435.86.

Question: $2700 for last time for the Gold Chinook so to keep the Coho we are looking at $ 1500? Actual is $1910.95 for 50,000 Coho.

Motion carried.

Chinook (Dick Dennison)

Wants to know if it is possible to take the eggs out of the Gold have them raised, the Robertson and the unknown fish have them raised and clipped and open the river again for harvesting, like a marked selected fishery? In short: enhance all the eggs we have and make a fishery out of them, Dave Davies: we are assembling the data we have, we have over 300 samples from Gold River Chinook and not one of them is indicative of a pure Gold River strain. It is time to meet with MMFN and have serious discussion to see if we should try and find true Gold River Chinook? We do not have the funds to assess it anymore than we already do, we would like to partner up with MMFN to see if they are interested in doing this. Does not think that fisheries will go for the idea. John is writing up a report on this before they meet with the MMFN. The oldest sample is 1985 to identify but there has not been enough information to identify a true Gold River fish. Dave will present the report to the NSWS when it is completed.

Action: Seaton will discuss with Diana about having a marked fishery on the Gold River.

Conuma Hatchery Update

Have Chinook out and rearing, did not obtain all the chum numbers last year, we did pretty good on our Chinook, all looking great, feeding. All Robertson unknown fish will be released this week. Approximately 20,000 left tosmolt of the Gold River fish. We will have the sea pens located in the estuary.

PSF application – Dave/Pat

Done, sent off one n for NSWS for a net and one for the Tahsis enhancement for a net and a feeder. Dave did up a support letter for both of those applications. Figures it was $3500 for the net for NSWS and $5000 for Tahsis. Dave will let us know as soon as he hears what the outcome is. Grieg to donate for the Gold Burman and the Tahsis, still have to talk to WFP to have it pulled from Esperanza to the Gold. The net pens may end becoming ours.
     
c. Habitat


Burman side channel – Roger

Mike Wright is not coming but they are still interested, they will survey it, still interest in supporting it.
Conuma side channel – Dave or Mel
Dave did talk to Mel, he did not have the info where the private land started and the TFL started, his latest thinking of looking at the Canton side channel because he would like to get Grieg Seafood’s compensation funding tied into the side channel he is looking at instead, but both side channels are being discussed. The funds can only be used on crown land making the Canton looking more attainable. Consulting with the MMFN on this issue as well because the impacts of those fish farms are in Muchalaht Inlet. The Conuma, the portion that is on private land is more problematic, it is difficult on how to fund this because the dividing line appears down the middle of the Conuma.

Fisheries management – Roger/Seaton

Lower Georgia Strait/Cowichan is a conservation concern for Chinook, particularly Cowichan River, the distribution has shifted from inside Georgia Strait and troll fishery caught more than they should have, they caught 2000 last year and that was 38% of the total, there are drastic actions being taken in the troll fishery and the recreation fishery outside will likely have to take some actions as well, because the hatchery came unplugged and all the eggs died a couple of years ago on the Cowichan. They are dealing with the block 51 impacts there. the hatchery is at its production maximum under the rules ant that cannot be increased. There are going to be severe restrictions in fisheries out here. Next meeting Diana Dobson may be present to present to forecast for Chinook. There has been some discussion with Area D about chum harvest in Nootka Sound and definitely a bit more effort in assessment to better assess that fishery. There were claims that there was a 20% harvest rate has been given but not proof as to date. Seaton to express an appreciation for the letter that ended up in his mailbox, it goeds a long way. It is not very often there is appreciation like that.
     7.
Financial Report -Pat Dennison

The December month end balance was 21,392.22.
We had a donation from the Angler’s Club for $1000.

After expenses total balance was $22,137.31

Outstanding are secretary fees for February ($50), and membership fees for +$75.00 total is $22,162.31.

Petty cash balance: 14.17 plus the $100 increase with be on the next financial report.

Motion to approve financial statement for January 2007 moved by Deb Clemenson, seconded by Jim Davis. Motion carried.
8. 
Correspondence
Karen Olive – WCVI information system has a request for March meeting audience.
Thank you letters were mailed out.

9
Next meeting & location (March 28, 2007 – WFP Inc. meeting room, @ 7 pm)
10.
Adjournment (9.10 PM) 

Moved by Deb Clemenson, seconded by Jim Davis.
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