Nootka Sound Watershed Society

 Meeting notes
April 30, 2008
Western Forest Products Inc. Board Room, Gold River
7:00 PM-9:00 PM

1. Welcome and Introductions:
	Ken Smith, Gold River Streamkeepers

Pat Dennison,  GR Resources Ltd.
Dave Davies, DFO Community Advisor

Jim Davis, Moutcha Bay Resort
Deb Clemenson, Village of Tahsis
Dick Dennison, Gold River Rod and Gun Club
Michael Ballard, DFO, C&P

Dan Stewart, RBF Renovation
Jim Murphy, Grieg Seafood
	Teresa Robinson, Grieg Seafood

Roger Dunlop, NTC Fisheries Program 

Paul Preston, DFO Resource Management
Gary Taccogna, DFO SEP

Diana Dobson, DFO Stock Assessment

Les Rombough, Area D Gillnet Association
Bill Haggerty, NSWS Director
Mike Austin, Conuma Hatchery
Tineke Veenhoven, NSWS Secretary



2. Review and adopt Agenda
2 agenda items added to old business, 1 item added to new business
Moved by Dick Dennison to adopt, Bill Haggerty seconded adoption of agenda. Motion carried.
3. Review and adopt minutes of March 26, 2008 meeting
Moved by Deb Clemenson to adopt, Dick Dennison seconded adoption of minutes. Motion carried.
4. Old Business
a. Update action items
Swift water rescue course: presently 8 candidates. The course will be held in Campbell River (Raven Rescue), June 9, 10 and 11, 2008.
Transport of rock: 46 truck loads of rough rock, 6 truck loads of fine rock are to be transported. Negotiations with transporter are ongoing.

Tenure for the Conuma side channel location (map reserve for conservation purposes) will not be obtained for Phase I. A cutting permit will be required and obtained. Tenure will have to addressed for Phase II, since tree licenses are involved for part of the location.
NSWS donations are eligible for tax refund, but have to be filed through AMB, since NSWS is not a charitable organization.

b. Hatchery update – Mike Austin


Sea pens have been fixed.

The first Chinook transport to Burman river has taken place. 10 trips will be required, at 220 l. fuel per return trip.
Extensive report will follow on the next meeting.

c. Request for funds Conuma Side Channel – Roger Dunlop/Mia Parker

Grieg payments to start on May 1, 2008, have not yet been effectuated, due to absence of Mia Parker. Pat Dennison will arrange with Mia Parker.

FIA money: two contracts have been made: one with Western Forest Products Inc., and one with NSWS. FIA requests these two contracts to be reduced to one contract between FIA and NSWS.
Moved by Pat Dennison to adopt, Dick Dennison seconded to adoption. Motion carried.

d. Conuma side channel – Karl Wilson

Discussed under 4.


e. Contract City Spaces – Jim Davis
Roger signed letter dated April 30, 2008 to terminate the agreement, and will forward to Jim to send to City Spaces.
5.
New Business
a. Gold River Chinook/Robertson Creek hatchery introgression – Diana Dobson
Sampling in 2007 has shown no apparent genetic difference between Gold River Chinook and Robertson Creek hatchery Chinook, suggesting introgression between the two species has taken place.
Recommendation for enhancement: broodstock to be collected from local donor stocks within the same conservation unit, pending advice of MMFN.
Long time recommendation: develop an integrated management plan involving DFO, MMFN and NSWS. 

Estimates for Conuma 2008 based on Robertson Creek hatchery data:

Chinook: 12000-20000, resulting in 6000 for harvest.
n.b. 2005 chinook return (4 yrs. old) was extremely low. 70% of females returning was 5 yrs. old.

Chum: 40000-50000.

Coho: low returns expected.

Area D Gillnet Association is interested in supporting a fed fry program at Conuma hatchery (max. capacity: Chinook 3 mln., Chum 5 mln.). Gary Taccogna suggests to forward a proposal to DFO.

Conuma side channel estimate: 13000 spawners (based on 2 mln. eggs).

Egg targets for 2008 have not significantly changed in relation to 2007, since the targets have not been met. Chinook 2008: 500000 (2007: 400000).

A decision has to be made whether to invest in Chinook enhancement or Chum enhancement. The discussion is delegated to the enhancement subcommittee (Roger/Dave/Jamie).

     6.
Financial Report -Pat Dennison

Balance March 31, 2008: $22288.17 Conuma side channel balance: $ 6926.86

Petty cash: $48.50


Deposited: membership fees: $400.00, donation Grieg Seafood: $3000.00

Expenses: secretary fees: $ 270.00, Raven Rescue: $780.00, Ministry of Finance: $25.00, Stripping Conuma side channel: $1073.14.
Moved by Bill Haggerty to adopt, Deb Clemenson seconded adoption of financial report. Motion carried.
     7. 
Correspondence

Membership is invited to River never sleeps festival in Fanny Bay, May 4, 2008.
     8.
General discussion


Jason Knight will be replacing Mike Ballard.

9
Next meeting & location (May 28, 2008 – Tsaxana Council of Chiefs Meeting Room, Tsaxana, 7:00 PM-9:00 PM)
   10.
Adjournment (9.45 PM) 
	Action
	Who
	Completed

	Terms of reference to be posted on website
	Tineke
	

	Send electronic version of minutes of June 2007 and November 2006 to Tineke
	All
	

	Letter of termination to City Spaces
	Roger/Jim Davis
	

	Inquire if rebate is applicable for recertification at swift water rescue course
	Ken
	

	Contact MMFN for cooperation/delivery of cement blocks for fish ladders Big Bend creek
	Jim Davis
	

	Arrange for payments Conuma side channel
	Pat/Mia 
	

	FIA contract: compress two contracts to one
	Pat
	

	Follow up Green Energy invitation to May 28 meeting
	Ken
	

	Set up meeting with MMFN for advice on DFO recommendation and to initiate integrated management plan for local salmon stocks
	Roger/Paul/Dave
	

	Set up meeting of enhancement subcommittee about investment in Chinook or Chum
	Roger/Dave/Jamie
	

	Conuma side channel letters to NSWS and DFO Habitat
	Mia
	

	Letter to Ministry of Agriculture and Lands to actively support enhancement
	Roger
	


PAGE  
2

