Nootka Sound Watershed Society

Draft Meeting Notes

September 30, 2009

Council of Chiefs Meeting Room, Txasana

7:00 PM – 9:15 PM

Attendance:

Ken Smith, GR Stream keepers – Chaired meeting

Pat Dennison, Gold River Resources Ltd. – Minute taking

Dick Dennison, G.R. Rod & Gun Club

Karl Wilson DFO

Chris Erikson, DFO, Conuma Hatchery

Jim Davis, Director at large

Dave Davies, DFO, Community Advisor

Jamie James, Mowacht/Muchalat 1st Nation

1. Welcome and Introductions

2.     Review and adopt Agenda

· Add 5b - Burman chinook swim count – Jamie James
· Add 5c - Resource Restoration – Kent O-Neill
· Add 5d - Pink Enhancement on Burman River – Kent O’Neill

· Add 5e - Production Planning – Dave Davies

· Add 5f  - Fish food from Grieg’s 

· Add 5g - Raft ramp on the Gold River – Kent O’Neill

· Add 6a – Tagging Chinook on the Burman River – Jamie James

Motion to adopt agenda:  Dick Dennison and 2nd by Jim Davis.  Motion Carried.

3. Review and adopt minutes of June 24th, 2009 meeting and update action items.  Only action item that has been completed was the thank you letters sent to Grieg Seafood and Walcan for their use of the boat.

Motion to adopt minutes:  Jim Davis and 2nd by Dick Dennison.  Motion Carried.

4. a – Hatchery update and enhancement – Chris Erikson/Dave Davies
At present the Conuma side channel is a great success.  There were approximately 3 to 5 thousand Chinook using the channel.  Run could be over 10,000.  
Egg takes to date: Green eggs


3.2 million – Conuma Chinook


30,000 – Tlupana Chinook


15,000 – Sucwoa Chinook


400,000 Tlupana Chum


400,000 Burman Chinook


80,000 – Tahsis Chinook


80,000 – Leiner Chinook

Tahsis enhancement society has raised over $150,000 this year.  They put the monies towards a new well, new building, new boat, generator and also had donated labour and contract labour.


       b - Collaborative agreement DFO-NSWS – the agreement was late getting to Bruce Atkins 
from Roger Dunlop.  Another agreement was signed by Ken Smith/Pat Dennison and sent to Bruce by express mail.  The monies have been set-up for Mike Austin to use.  Mike had  to hire a person for egg takes before the monies/agreement was in place.  Will see if a change can take place in the agreement to pay the person wages.

Invite Mike Wright for an update on a side channel on the Burman River.

5. a - Website discontinues – Tineke Vennhoven absent.

b - Karl Wilson would like to see Grieg’s set-up an assessment program and monitor chum eggs in an incubator in the side channel.  Hopefully an engineer/ Mel Shang will meet within the next 2 weeks for looking at potential habitat.  Looking at gravel placement at Muchalat Lake.  Will look at Big Bend, Mouth of the Gold, Canton, Tahsis and if time Leigh and Hutchinson.
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c - Had about 80% survival of trees that were planted at Conuma side channel.  Look at the cost of Wagner crew to plant dense enough to shade alder.  Mainly cedar & fir.

d. - Resource Restoration – Ken O’Neill.  Jason Knight has $12,000 in restoration monies           available.Pink enhancement on the Burman – Kent O-Neill.  Would like to see a reinstatement of the pink run in the Burman. Can we get eggs from Quinsam and transport to the Conuma 
Hatchery?  Dave Davies stated the pink enhancement have become political.  Dave will check and see what we can do.  The donor stock must match close to when the Burman run was.
e - Production planning – Dave Davies.  Invite Diane Dobson to our next meeting in October. Set aside at least an hour and she will go over the harvest planning, history of the fisheries boundaries and plan a work shop ( 1-2 days) for stock needs.  Diana would like to see less emphasis on Conuma hatchery.  Need to diversify.
f - Gold River raft/kayak entrance and exist – Kent O-Neill – DFO and Transport Canada have approved the rafts and kayaks entering and exiting the Gold River near the Gold River Municipal Campaground.

g - Burman Chinook swim count Jamie James - Have tagged over 488 chinook in the Burman by the second week in September thru 6.5 km of river and recovered 97.  Approximately 2800 fish in the system.  Marked capture have done 250 odalith and 500 scale samples.

6.     Motion by Pat Dennison to pay for 3 swims on the Gold River.  Kevin and Lindy from  

       Conuma hatchery will be asked to perform the swims from the bottom of the Gold to the top.

       Seconded by Kent O-Neill.

7. Financial Report – Pat Dennison for June, July & August.

8. Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm.


