NOOTKA SOUND WATERSHED SOCIETY

2008 NEWSLETTER
The Nootka Sound Watershed Society is a non-profit society that was registered in February 2004.

Directors in 2008 comprised of members of the Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation, sport fishing industry, municipal government representatives, commercial fishing industry, aquaculture industry, forest industry and local residents:



President:  


Roger Dunlop



Vice-President: 


Ken Smith



Secretary:


Tineke Veenhoven 



Treasurer:


Pat Dennison



Mowachaht/Muchalaht FN:
Jamie James



Mowachaht/Muchalaht FN:
Larry Andrews



Gold River Rod & Gun Club:
Dick Dennison

Village of Tahsis:


Debbie Clemenson

Village of Gold River:

Suzanne Trevis

Moutcha Bay Resort:

Jim Davis

The Lodge at Gold River:

Kent O’Neill

Area D Gillnet Association.:
Randy Watson


Grieg Seafood BC Ltd:

Mia Parker

Grieg Seafood BC Ltd.

Jim Murphy

Resident Gold River:

Bill Haggerty

Resident Gold River:

Dan Stewart

DFO community advisor

Dave Davies

Nootka Sound Watershed Society’s (NSWS) vision is to actively steward, protect, restore, enhance and manage aquatic resources and their watersheds to sustain prosperous fisheries and productive aquatic resources and eco-system processes for the long-term benefits of communities for current and future generations of the people of Nootka Sound.

NSWS goals are to address aquatic ecosystem issues in the Gold River area watersheds.  To conserve and enhance our environment economy and contribute to the well being of the local communities and future generations.  Build the stewardship capacity in Gold River and surrounding communities.  Deal with conservation, enhancement and stewardship issues.  Work with government, user groups and the public to develop solutions to stewardship issues.

2008 was another very active year for NSWS:
-
Phase I of the Conuma Side Channel ($ 373,900.-)was completed in September of 2008, and the official ribbon cutting ceremony by Craig Anderson and Roger Dunlop, resp Mayor of Gold River and President of NSWS took place on October 25, 2008.  Plans were made and funds were allocated for the completion of Phase II in the summer of 2009.
-
Volunteers continued to participate in coho clipping at Conuma Hatchery, with DFO Conuma staff as a labour in-kind partnership. This will be an ongoing partnership.
-
River swims were reintroduced and partially funded by NSWS

-
NSWS Directors participated in newly introduced Restorative Justice Program sessions.

-
Membership increased significantly in 2008 by very successful membership drives at Cougar Creek Campground and Hoiss Point Lodge.
-
NSWS produced jackets, hats and t-shirts with its logo to distribute for promotional purposes and create extra turnover.

-
The NSWS website was updated.

NSWS donated to:
· Gold River Streamkeepers for swift water rescue course: $ 400.- and the river swim: $ 900
· Conuma coho fish food $9,699.60 
· Volunteer clipper Conuma Hatchery: $ 500.-

· Gold River Restorative Justice Fund: $ 1,000.-

· Tahsis Salmon Society: $ 1,000.-.

Donations were received from:

· Grieg Seafood BC Ltd. - $ 114,000.-

· Sidney Anglers Association: $ 500.-

· NS Cabin Association: $ 250.-

· Hoiss Point Lodge: $ 17,075.-
· Chinootka Lodge: $ 1500.-

· Westview Marina: $ 4,000.-

· Gold River Fishing Lodge: $ 3,259.75

· Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation: $5,000

· Gold River Resources Ltd.: fishing derby - $2,160. 

· Pacific Salmon Foundation: $10,000
· Ministry of Transport: $ 42,857.25.-

· Restorative Justice Fund: $ 3,000.-

· Parkland Agri Service $ 500.-

Plans for 2009:

-      Completion of Phase II Conuma side channel (summer 2009, approx. $ 125,000.-)
· Continue to help the Gold River Streamkeepers with support funding for their stewardship programs in 2009.

· Contribute to Conuma Hatchery  fish food costs for 2009, estimated at $17,000.

· Name the Conuma side channel after Bill Haggerty and erect a monument in his honour.

NSWS is always looking for volunteers and new members. If you can find the time to help us in our endeavors we would like to welcome you, and for those that are too busy with other commitments we understand, but we would appreciate your financial support through our membership drive or a donation.  We hold our meetings on the last Wednesday of every month except July, August and December.  These meetings are held at 7pm and alternate between Western Forest Products Inc. board room and Mowachaht/Muchalaht Council of Chiefs meeting room.  

The annual general meeting and election of office will be taking place on March 25, 2009 at 7pm at Tsaxana in the Council of Chiefs meeting room.

