NOOTKA SOUND WATERSHED SOCIETY

2007 NEWSLETTER
The Nootka Sound Watershed Society is a non-profit society that was registered in February 2004.

Board members in 2007 comprised of members of the Mowachaht/Muchalaht First Nation, Sportsfishing industry, Municipal government, commercial fishing industry, aquaculture industry, forest industry and local citizens:


President:  

Roger Dunlop


Vice-President: 

Ken Smith


Secretary:

Tineke Veenhoven 


Treasurer:

Pat Dennison


Mowachaht/Muchalaht:
Jamie James


Mowachaht/Muchalaht:
Larry Andrews


Rod & Gun:

Dick Dennison

Village of Tahsis:

Debbie Clemenson

Village of Gold River
Suzanne Trevis

Lodge Owner:

Jim Davis

Area D Gillnet:

Les Rombough

Grieg’s Seafood Ltd:
Mia Parker

Resident:

Bill Haggarty

Resident


Dan Stewart

DFO


Dave Davies (Community Advisor)

Conuma Hatchery
Mike Austin

Nootka Sound Watershed Society’s (NSWS) vision is to actively steward, protect, restore, enhance and manage aquatic resources and their watersheds to sustain prosperous fisheries and productive aquatic resources and eco-system processes for the long-term benefits of communities for current and future generations of the people of Nootka Sound.

NSWS goals are to address aquatic ecosystem issues in the Gold River area watersheds.  To conserve and enhance our environment economy and contribute to the well being of the local communities and future generations.  Build the stewardship capacity in Gold River and surrounding communities.  Deal with conservation, enhancement and stewardship issues.  Work with government, user groups and the public to develop solutions to stewardship issues.

2007 had another very active year for NSWS:

-       Met with DFO for the enhancement on egg production at Conuma Hatchery for 2006/2007 broodstock taking.  Discussed DFO’s commitment to production targets, capacity and water issues at Conuma Hatchery.  DFO has assured the society that funding would continue at Conuma Hatchery.

· Mia Parker, Grieg’s Seafood Ltd. confirmed the continued funding for 2007 and also the

 funding to purchase hats and T-Shirts with NSWS logo.

· DFO, Conuma staff and volunteers took approx. 400,000 Chinook broodstock from the 

Burman River to be raised at Conuma Hatchery.  DFO staff along with volunteers helped with the scale and otolith samples on the fish caught in the seine nets at the Burman River. The Gold River broodstock taking was curtailed due to the Robertson Creek strays on the Gold.  The future of the Gold River stray issue is still on-going.  NSWS will conduct an escapement estimate in 2008 thru swim surveys.  The Gold River has approximately 52 km of accessible fall Chinook habitat.

-     DFO, Greig’s Seafood BC, WFP Inc, Conuma Hatchery, Min. of Transportation, NSWS and Area D Gillnetters are working together to put in a spawning and rearing side channel on the  Conuma river for approximately 10,000 coho smolts.  The preliminary work for the side channel has already begun.  Fisheries & Oceans staff have conducted groundwater testing, produced drawings and provided cost estimates for the project.  Final designs and secured funding for the project estimated at approximately $300,000 should be completed by March 2008 with construction starting July 2008.

· Volunteers continued to participate in the collection of Conuma chinook broodstock with   

DFO Conuma staff as a labour in-kind partnership. This will be an ongoing partnership which  allows Conuma staff to help the NSWS volunteers collect the Burman broodstocks.  

NSWS donation of funds to:

· G.R. Streamkeepers for fish signs on the roadways - $2,000.

· Conuma river side channel - $5,000.

· Conuma coho fish food $5,669. 

· Conuma jet boat fuel for Burman broodstock taking - $2,000.

· Sea-pen nets for the Burman river and Tahsis river – $7,800.

Donations were received from:


-      Greig’s Seafood BC Ltd. - $15,000.

· G.R. Resources Ltd. – fishing derby - $2,500. 

· Moutcha Bay Resort - $3,200 towards the Coho program.

· The Lodge at Gold River - $12,655.

· Area D Gillnetters - $7,550 (Could go towards the Conuma river side channel).

· Lodge Owners - $12,500 – Economic Study for Nootka Sound.  To date NSWS has paid City Spaces approx. $6,900 towards the economic study.

· Gold River Angler’s Club - $1,000.

· The Regional District Area G donated $250.

· Pacific Salmon Foundation - $1,700 – for a new sea-pen net.  Sea-pen net will be used for the 2007 chinook fry on the Burman.

· WFP for the use of the tug to transport the sea-pen from Gold River to the Burman Inlet and the helicopter to transport the eggs from Burman river to Conuma hatchery.

· Conuma Hatchery staff transported the fry from the hatchery to the Burman sea pen.  Had

local volunteers fill the feeder for the fry at the Burman site.  

The NSWS hopes to meet with DFO in the near future for the upcoming budget and enhancement targets for the 2008 season at Conuma Hatchery. DFO’s IFMP (Integrated fisheries management plan) will be finalized by May 15,2008.

· The 2008 membership drive is already underway.

· Will help the Gold River Streamkeepers with support funding for their stewardship programs in 2008.

· The projected fish food costs for 2008 will be $10,000.

NSWS is always looking for volunteers and new members. If you can find the time to help us in our endeavors we would like to welcome you, and for those that are too busy with other commitments we understand, but we would appreciate your financial support thru our membership drive or a donation.  We hold our meetings on the last Wednesday of every month except July, August and December.  These meetings are held at 7pm and alternate between WFP’s boardroom and Mowachaht/Muchalaht band office meeting rooms.  

The annual general meeting and election of office will be taking place on March 26, 2008 at 7pm at Tsaxana in the meeting room.

